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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Regarding claim 9, the phrase, "the spherical surface" has no prior mention in the 

preceding claim 1 . 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described In a printed publication In this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 5, 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Perry et al US 5,363,246. 

In regard to claim 1, Perry et al teaches (see Figures 2, 4-6) a mirror assembly 
comprising a case frame (19) defining a concave surface (45), said case frame 
including a retention post (47) having an elongated tip as shown in Figures 4 and 5; a 
backing plate (21) having a support surface (65) and a dish portion (63) having a center 
opening (67), said backing plate being positioned against the case frame so that the 
dish portion cooperates with the concave surface and the post extends through the 
center opening in the dish portion as shown in Figures 4 and 5; a retention ring (27), 
said retention ring including a center slot (87A) and a locking portion (79, 87), said 
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retention post extending through the center slot so that the tip of the post is engaged 
with the locking portion as deschbed in column 4, lines 19-35; and a mirror glass (13) 
mounted to the support surface of the backing plate wherein the backing plate and the 
mirror glass can be manually positioned by pivoting the dish portion on the concave 
surface as described in column 2, lines 46-68 and column 3, lines 1-12 and 32-68. 

Regarding claim 3, Perry et al teaches (see Figures 4-6) that the retention ring 
further includes at least one spring element (85), said at least one spring element 
applying pressure against the dish portion when the retention ring is locked to the 
backing plate as described in column 4, lines 19-35. 

Regarding claim 5, Perry et al teaches (see Figures 4-6) that the retention ring 
further includes an extended neck portion as shown in Figure 6 said retention post 
extending through the neck portion as shown in Figures 4 and 5. 

Regarding claim 8, Perry et al teaches that the post is a T-shaped post as can be 
seen in Figures 2, 4 and 5. 

Regarding claim 9, Perry et al teaches that the spherical surface of the case 
frame is defined by members extending from the case frame as shown in Figures 4 and 
5 as understood by the current claim recitation. 

Regarding claim 10, Perry et al teaches (see Figure 6) that the retention ring 
includes a plurality of openings (83) for accepting a tool to rotate the ring within the dish 
portion. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Perry et al teaches that the case frame is an internal support 
structure of a side mirror of a vehicle as described in column 1 , lines 54-64 and column 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Perry et 
al US 5,363,246 in view of Assinder et al US 6,609,800. 

Regarding claim 6, Perry et al teaches the invention as set forth above and 
teaches that the retention ring is a single member but does not teach that the retention 
ring is a plastic member. 

Regarding claim 6, Assinder et al teaches the use of plastic members as 
described in column 4, lines 40-41 . 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to manufacture the retention ring of Perry et al so that it is made of 
plastic as taught by Assinder et al in order to prevent corrosion of the ring. 

6. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Perry et 
al US 5,363,246 in view of Henion et al US 6,51 1 ,1 92. 

Regarding claim 12, Perry et al teaches the invention as set forth above but does 
not teach that the mirror assembly is a spotter mirror assembly associated with a side 
mirror. 
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Regarding claim 12, Henion et a! teaches (see Figure 2) a side view mirror which 
has a spotter mirror assembly (36). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have the mirror assembly of Perry et al be a spotter mirror 
assembly associated with a side mirror as taught by Henion et al in order to provide a 
wider angle of view to the user to increase safety of the vehicle. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 13-20 are allowed. 

8. Claims 2, 4 and 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. Claim 2 Is allowable for at least the reason, "portion includes opposing cam 
ramps and a detente that accepts the elongated tip, wherein the retention ring is 
secured to the mirror assembly by inserting the retention post through the slot, rotating 
the retention ring so that the tip rides along the ramps until the tip is positioned in the 
detente" as set forth in the claimed combination. 

Claim 4 Is allowable for at least the reason, "wherein the at least one spring, 
element is four symmetrically disposed leaf spring elements extending from a rim of the 
retention ring" as set forth in the claimed combination. 

Claim 7 is allowable for at least the reason, "wherein the case frame includes at 
least one spacing member having a slot and the backing plate includes an opening and 
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an alignment arm extending across the opening, and wherein the alignment arm is 
positioned within the slot of the spacing member" as set forth in the claimed 
combination. 

Claim 13 is allowable for at least the reason, "a single piece plastic retention ring 
said retention ring including a center slot, a plurality of symmetrically disposed spring 
elements, a neck portion and a cam locking system including opposing cam ramps and 
a detente that accepts the elongated tip, said retention post extending through the neck 
portion and the center slot so that the tip of the post is engaged with the locking system 
and the spring elements apply pressure against the dish portion, wherein the retention 
ring is secured to the mirror assembly by inserting the retention post through the center 
slot , rotating the retention ring so that the tip rides along the ramps until the tip is locked 
in the detente" as set forth in the claimed combination. Claims 14 and 15 are allowable 
due to their dependence on claim 13. 

Claim 16 is allowable for at least the reason, "rotating the retention ring so that 
the tip of the post engages the locking portion and the at least one spring element 
applies pressure against the dish portion; mounting a mirror glass to the support surface 
of the backing plate; adjusting the position of the backing plate and the mirror glass by 
pivoting the dish portion on the concave surface" as set forth in the claimed 
combination. Claims 17-20 are allowable due to their dependence on claim 16. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALESSANDRO AMARI whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-2306. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 AM to 

5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephone B. Allen can be reached on (571) 272-2434. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ava 

23 April 2008 



/Alessandro Amah/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2872 



